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The weekly Shmooze News is dedicated by: 

 Jack and Susan Gluck in memory of Milton & Edith Gluck z"l and Nicholas Brecher z”l; 

 Stuart Harris in honor of  Penny Harris; and  

Aaron  and  Susan Weinberg in memory of Jack & Helen Weinberg z"l  

and Morris & Nellie Fischer z"l. 
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9592 Harding Ave. 2nd floor, Surfside, Fl 33154 
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SHMOOZE NEWS – Parshas Lech Lecha October 24, 2015 
Rabbi Moshe Gruenstein 

President Aaron Weinberg  

 

Shabbos  

Candle Lighting 6:28PM 

Mincha/Kabbalas 
Shabbos 

6:30PM 

Daf Yomi                          8:00AM 

Talmud Sotah 8:15AM 

Shacharis                        9:00AM 

Shiur 5:25PM 

Mincha 6:15PM 

Havdalah                           7:30PM 

Weekday 

Shacharis 

Sun 8:00AM  

Mon-Fri 7:00AM 

Mincha 

Sun-Thur 6:30PM 

 

In this week’s Parsha, the Torah describes how four great 

and mighty kings came to do battle against five powerful 

kings. This was the “first world war” of history, for it 

involved the majority of the world population at the time. 

The Midrash comments:  why did G-d put these nine 

monarchs together in this valley? It was in order to make it 

easier for Avraham to vanquish all of them at the same time 

and free his nephew Lot. Had CNN and Fox networks been 

there they undoubtedly would have had their military and 

political experts give us the “real reason” for the strategies 

of each of the antagonists to all meet in this valley for war. 

But the pundits would all be wrong because it was all G-d’s 

plan to make it easier for Avraham. The lesson from this 

Midrash is meant to give us a Torah outlook on life. Don’t 

put too much credibility to all the so called “experts” whose 

insights and analysis fill the airwaves.  More often than not 

they are wrong, and the reason is simple -- they forgot to put 

G-d in the equation. It is an axiom of Jewish belief that 

everything that happens in the world is somehow related to 

the benefit or detriment of the Jewish people. 

http://www.yibh.org/
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Halacha Corner 

According to the Talmud (Chulin 89A) when Avraham refused to take any of the spoils of war from 
Sodom and declared “I will not take as much as thread to a shoe strap” G-d rewarded his descendants 

with the Mitzvah of retzuah shel Tefillin (The strap of the Tefillin). The following are some laws in 
regards to the straps of Tefillin: The retzuos must be painted black -- the expression is as black as a 

raven. Optimally to attain this intense shade of black the retzuos must initially be blackened at least 
two to three times. However the straps are kosher as long as they can be considered black. When 

blackening the Tefillin one must say or have in mind that he is doing it L’shem Mitzvas Tefillin (for 
the sake of the Mitzvah of Tefillin). If one forgets to do so he must repaint the retzuos with the proper 
intent. The Tefillin of both hand and head must be placed on one’s body without any chatzizah 

(interference or barrier) but this only applies to the Tefillin boxes and any part of the straps which has 
to do with the knotting and tightening of the Tefillin, both the hand and head. However, for the rest of 

the binding of the Tefillin one need be stringent in this matter. So for instance if one is wearing a watch 
one could technically wrap their Tefillin straps on top of the watch and would not be obligated to 

remove the watch! 

Sefer: Weekly halachic discussions 

 

The connection is not always evident.  It sometimes can take years, decades or centuries to 

confirm, but this is the Jewish view.  Therefore, one must look at the news with “Torah 

eyeglasses” and realize that G-d controls history. So, although Am Yisroel is surrounded on all 

sides by ruthless enemies who want her destruction, we know שומר עמו ישראל לעד that G-d 

Almighty, who safeguards his people Israel forever, will protect us and bring us the ultimate 

salvation we so desperately seek, the redemption of our people and the coming of Moshiach may 

he come speedily in our days.  

Sefer: Emrei Kohen, Rav Avrahom Pam z”l. 

Wishing all of you an inspiring Shabbos! 

Rabbi Moshe Gruenstein 

 

 

Shabbos – miscellaneous laws regarding Shabbos 

 One may leave an intercom on over Shabbos in order to monitor the safety of a child. However, 

adults must take care not to speak near the intercom. 

 If one’s own house has surveillance cameras covering an area where people generally walk, one 

must deactivate the camera before Shabbos. If one forgot to do so, one may rely on the lenient 

opinions.   The same applies to motion or L.E.D.  Sensors; they should be deactivated before 

Shabbos. But if they were left on and you can’t avoid the area it’s ok. 

 Digital thermometers are battery operated and use electronic heat sensors to record body 

temperature. The temperature is then displayed as a digital readout. One should not use such 

devices on Shabbos.  

 One is permitted to wear a hearing aid that was switched on before Shabbos. However, one 

cannot adjust the volume on Shabbos. 
Sefer: The Aura of Shabbos 
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Classes and Events 

 Table Talk will be held at the front of the Sanctuary immediately following Kiddush. 

 Ladies Tehilim group will meet Monday 10:30 AM at the Young Israel.  

Congregational Family and Shul News 

 This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by Michael & Suzanne Packer and children in honor 
of their parents Martin & Susan Packer. 

 Mazel tov to Jonathan & Ariella Eltes on the birth of their baby boy, Yakov Simcha 
Eltes. Mazel tov to the grandparents Sam Eltes, and Chanita, & Michael Weisz. Sadly 

missed is Lynn Eltes z"l. 

 Warm welcome to our new members, Shabtai Plutno and Joel & Sherry Wiener. 

 We regret to inform you of the passing of our esteemed member Goldie Feinberg z”l. 
The family is sitting Shiva at 4741 Mada Ct, West Bloomfield, MI until Wednesday 

morning. May the family only look forward to simchas in the future. 

 We regret to inform you of the passing of Daniel (Howard) ben Yitzchak Nota z”l, 
brother of Rick Moore. Rick is sitting Shiva till Sunday in his home at 9256 Byron Ave. 

visiting hours are 10:00AM-12:00PM, 8:00PM-9:30PM. May the family only look 
forward to simchas in the future. 

Building Fund News 

As a reminder, permanent seats in our new building are available for purchase. For those 

of you that are interested, please contact our shul office. 

Youth Program News and Upcoming Events 
All parents are encouraged to take advantage of the wonderful opportunity of having their 

children give a short Dvar Torah during Seudah Shlishis or possibly other times. Please 

speak to Rabbi Fried to set up a time.  
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If you are interested in sponsoring Kiddush or  Seuda Shlishis

please contact Stuart Harris or Yakira at (305) 866-0203
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Shabbos Date 
Candle 

Lighting 

Mincha 

Erev 

Shabbos 

Schacharis 

Latest Shma 

Shiur for 

Men & 

Women 

Mincha 

Shabbos 
Havdalah 

 וירא
Oct 30-31 

Cheshvan 

17-18 

6:22 6:25 
9:00 

10:13 
5:20 6:10 

7:25 

Turn clock 

back 1 hour 

 חיי שרה

מברכים 

 חודש כסלו;
Rosh 

Chodesh, 

Thur-Fri 

Nov 6-7 

Cheshvan  

24-25 

5:18 5:20 
9:00 

10:18 
4:20 5:05 6:20 

 תולדות
Nov 13-14 

Kislev 1-2 
5:14 5:15 

9:00 

9:21 
4:15 5:00 6:17 

 ויצא
Nov 20-21 

Kislev 8-9 
5:12 5:15 

9:00 

9:25 
4:15 5:00 6:15 

 וישלח
Nov 22-28 

Kislev  

15-16 

5:11 5:15 
9:00 

9:28 
4:15 5:00 6:14 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Important Note:  Effective Immediately, please use the following new e-mail addresses to contact the Rabbi, Office, 

Youth Director, and Gabbaim, respectively:

Rabbi@yicbh.org; yakira@yicbh.org; Rabbifried@yicbh.org; gabbai @yicbh.org

YOUNG ISRAEL OF BAL HARBOUR OCT/NOV SCHEDULE 
Phone: 305-866-0203  E-Mail yakira@yicbh.org  

EVERY SHABBOS MORNING - TALMUD SHIUR 8:15AM 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit all insertions for the Shmooze News to yakira@yicbh.org  

by Noon Thursday 
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 DON'T FORGET TO CALL THE ERUV HOTLINE BEFORE SHABBOS! 305-866-ERUV 
 

Haskama Minyan – Starting Shabbos , November 14 

We plan to start having a weekly, Shabbos morning  Hashkama Minyan, beginning 
November 14.  The weekly start time will be 7:15 AM  and will be followed by a 
Hashkama  kiddush.  For additional information, including  Hashkama kiddush 
sponsorship,  please contact Fred Farbman, fdbmanagement@aol.com.  

 


